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As   is   naturally   to   be   expected   from   the diversity   of

conditions    prevailing up  and   down
The Provmces-                                                  of  locai

government have not flourished equally in all localities. An
examination of *the reports sent by Local Governments during
the period under review, reveals considerable divergence both
in the success and in the popularity of these institutions in
different provinces.
In the North- West Frontier Province, for example, it is
said that the district boards and
H.-W. P. Province.          municipalities continue to evince little
real interest in local self-government. They rely upon Govern-
ment help instead of developing their own local sources of
revenue, and the incidence of taxation imposed by them is
less than 2d. per head of the population. It is however en-
couraging to notice that even here where the institutions of
local self-government are admittedly and naturally in a back-
ward condition, certain of the district boards turned their
attention with some success to the improvement of cattle
breeding, and some of the members, at wny rate, exhibited
zeal over public works of which they personally were in charge.
Jn the Punjab also it is reported that local self-government
on Western lines is a plant of slow
"                growth. The most serious obstacles
to, its progress are the indifference and ignorance of the elec-
torates, and the absence of a true civic spirit in the elected.
District Boards are almost unanimous in desiring a continuation
of the present system of official chairmen. Here also, however,
the considered judgment of the provincial Government is that
there has been decided progress. Particularly in the sphere
of primary education, referred to in another place, it is
expected that the municipalities and the local boards will
find fresh scope for their activities. It may be hoped that
along with increased responsibilities will come surely, if
slowly, a more efficient discharge of present functions. On
the other hand, in other provinces the institutions of local
self-government have showed striking activity during the
period unde.r review.